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G reat B I ue H eron Bitterns, Herons and Egrets (Ardeida

Species  Ardea herodi“®"9'" 46 - 52 Weidht g9 o g Wingspaw s _ go jp

General Great Blue Heron: Large, elegant heron
with blue-gray back, black sides, and
gray-and-white striped belly. Long neck is gray
with black-bordered white throat stripe. Head has
white face, cap, and black crest. Upper mandible is
dark, while lower mandible is yellow. Direct flight
on steady wing beats.

Foraging and Feeding Great Blue Heron: Diet
consists of fish, frogs, salamanders, lizards, snakes,
shrimps, crabs, crayfish, dragonflies, grasshoppers,
and aquatic insects; forages while wading, often
belly-deep, impaling prey with its sharp, spear-like
bill; active night and day.

Breeding and Nesting Great Blue Heron: Two to
seven pale blue or blue green eggs are laid on a
shallow platform of sticks lined with finer material,
usually built in a tree but sometimes on the ground,
or concealed in a reed bed; often nests in colonies.
Incubation ranges from 25 to 30 days and is carried
out by both adults.

Flight Pattern Direct flight with slow steady wing
beats.

Similar Species Great Blue Heron: Sandhill

Crane is larger, has red cap, dark bill, and does not
fold neck in flight. White phase is distinguished
from other white egrets by its larger size and
combination of yellow bill and yellow legs.

Song "kraak", "fraunk", "ar"

Range and Habitat Great Blue
Heron: Breeds locally from coastal
Alaska, south-central Canada, and
Nova Scotia south to Mexico and West
Indies. Spends winters as far north as
southern Alaska, central U.S., and
southern New England. Preferred
habitats include lakes, ponds, rivers,
and marshes.

Length Range: 117 - 132 cm (46 - 52 in)
Weight: 2586 g (91.2 oz)

Back Pattern: Solid

Belly Pattern: Solid

Breast Pattern: Solid

Monogamous. Colonial Widespread, Stable and common
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Turkey Vulture Vultures (Cathartidae)

Cathartes au-®"9'" 26 - 32 Weight 53 5 o Wingspagg

Species

General Turkey Vulture: Medium vulture, mostly
black with red, featherless head and upper neck.
Wings are held in a shallow V in flight. One of the
few birds of prey that is able to use its sense of
smell to find food. They are attracted to the smell
of mercaptan, a gas produced by the beginnings of
decay.

Foraging and Feeding Turkey Vulture: Feeds on
carrion; forages by soaring, finding animal
carcasses by sight or smell.

Breeding and Nesting Turkey Vulture: One to
three creamy white eggs, often marked with brown,
are laid in a rock crevice, hollow tree, or fallen
hollow log, with no nest materials added.
Incubation ranges from 38 to 41 days and is carried
out by both parents.

Flight Pattern Circles with wings in shallow V.

Similar Species Turkey Vulture: Black Vulture is
smaller with dark head, and glides with wings held
horizontally. Bald and Golden eagles are both
superficially similar, but fly on flat wings, have
feathered heads, and do not have contrastingly gray
flight feathers.

Song Generally silent

Range and Habitat Turkey Vulture:
Breeds from southern British
Columbia, central Saskatchewan, the
Great Lakes, and New Hampshire
southward. Spends winters in the
Southwest and eastern U.S. northward
to southern New England. Preferred
habitats include deciduous forests,
woodlands, and scrublands; often seen

over adjacent farmlands.
Length Range: 66 - 81 cm (26 - 32 in)
Weight: 1452 g (51.2 o0z)
Back Pattern: Solid
Belly Pattern: Solid
Breast Pattern: Solid

Monogamous

(C) Copyright 2005 Mitch W&ite Gro
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B ald E ag I e Kites, Eagles and Hawks (Accipitrida
SPeciesyaliaeetus leuc m®"9'" 34 - 43 Weioht 168 oz WiNGSPAR 5 . 96 in

General Bald Eagle: Large, hawk-like bird, dark
brown body and white head, tail. Heavy bill, legs,
feet, eyes are yellow. Hunts for fish, which it
sometimes steals from ospreys. Eats carrion and
crippled or injured squirrels, rabbits, muskrats and
waterfowl. Flap-and-glide flight, also soars on
thermals.

Foraging and Feeding Bald Eagle: Feeds

primarily on fish, which they catch themselves,

find dead, or steal from other birds such as ospreys;
also feeds on carrion or live prey including
waterfowl, other birds, turtles, and rabbits.
Road-killed deer are a favorite and leads to many
eagles being hit by cars.

Breeding and Nesting Bald Eagle: Builds a huge
stick nest (sometimes weighing over 1 ton), usually
about 6 feet in diameter and more than 6 feet tall,
near the top of large tree near a river or lake.
Female lays two dull white to light blue eggs. Both
parents incubate eggs for 35 days. Young grow
quickly and leave the nest between 10 and 12
weeks of age.

Flight Pattern Several deep wing beats alternate
with long glides. Direct flight with deep steady
wing beats. Soars on thermals.

Similar Species Bald Eagle: Golden Eagle has

less massive bill, less blotchy white on underwings

and underparts, and has golden feathers on head.

Steller's Eagle has a long, wedd0BBabkl@ ekhkii&-tikilik", "kak-kak-kak"

and white thighs and shoulders.
Range and Habitat Bald Eagle:
Formerly distributed across most of
North America; now limited to
breeding in Alaska, Canada, northern
Great Lakes states, Gulf coast states,
and the Pacific northwest. Move south
from northern breeding grounds during
winters. Preferred habitats include
open water areas that support large

numbers of waterfowl or fish.
Length Range: 86 - 109 cm (34 - 43 in)
Weight: 4763 g (168 o0z)
Back Pattern: Solid
Belly Pattern: Solid
Breast Pattern: Solid

Monogamous. Solitary nester Fairly common to common, Local outside FL
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S h arp -S h | nne d H aWk Kites, Eagles and Hawks (Accipitr
species  pccipiter strit®"9th 10 - 14 Weidht 3 g gz Wingspas g . og jp

General Sharp-shinned Hawk: S
blue-gray upperparts and rufous
underparts. Eyes are dark red. \
rounded. Tail is long and square
Legs and feet are yellow. Flight
wing beats followed by a short ¢
on thermals.

Foraging and Feeding Sharp-s
consists of mostly small birds, t
mammals, lizards, and insects; f
prey than male.

Breeding and Nesting Sharp-s
to five brown marked, white to |
laid in a large nest built of twig
branch in a conifer or deciduous
carried out by the female and ra
days.

Flight Pattern Buoyant flight w
wing beats between glides.

Similar Species Sharp-shinned
Hawk is larger and has a rounde

Song "kik-kik-kik"

Range and Habitat Sharp-shinned
Hawk: Breeds throughout the U.S. as
far north as Canada. Spends winters
from northern U.S. to Argentina.
Found in deciduous, coniferous, or
mixed forests.

Length Range: 25 - 36 ¢cm (10 - 14 in)
Weight: 102 g (3.6 0z)

Back Pattern: Solid

Belly Pattern: Barred or banded
Breast Pattern: Barred or banded

Monogamous. Solitary nester Common to fairly common

(C) Copyright 2005 Mitch Walite Gro



American Kestrel Falcons (Falconidae)
Species  rajco sparve)-®"9th g . 12 (Weight 3 g o, Wingspas g _ o5 jp

General American Kestrel: Smallest North
American hawk, has two distinct black facial
stripes, rust-brown tail and back, slate-blue wings,
black-spotted underparts. Eats bats, rodents,
insects, frogs, small reptiles, and birds. Alternates
several rapid wing beats with glides, also hovers.
Soars on thermals.

Foraging and Feeding American Kestrel: Hunts
in early morning and evening in summer, eating
mostly large insects such as grasshoppers. During
winter months, hunts throughout daylight hours and
eats small mammals, birds, and amphibians.

Breeding and Nesting American Kestrel: Female
is promiscuous, mating with two or three males
prior to settling with a single mate. Three to seven
white or pale pink eggs are laid, usually in a tree
cavity. Incubation ranges from 29 to 30 days and is
carried out by the female; however, the male
occasionally takes over incubation duties.

Flight Pattern Soars on thermals. Several rapid
wing beats followed by a glide. Often hovers on
rapidly beating wings.

Similar Species American Kestrel: Sharp-shinned
Hawk is larger with rounded wings and different
overall pattern. Merlin is larger with broader-based
wings, lacks rust-brown tones on back and wings,
has single moustache stripe mark, and strongly

checkered underwings.
Song "klee-klee-klee™, "killy, killy, killy"

Range and Habitat American
Kestrel: Breeds from Northwest
Territories and Alaska east through
Maritime Provinces and south
throughout most of the continent.
Usually winters north to British
Columbia, Great Lakes, and New
England. Preferred habitats include
towns, cities, parks, farmlands, and

open country.
Length Range: 23 - 30 cm (9 - 12 in)
Weight: 111 g (3.9 o0z)
Back Pattern: Barred or banded
Belly Pattern: Spotted or speckled
Breast Pattern: Solid

Monogamous. Solitary nester
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Great Horned Owl True Owls (Strigidae)
species  pupo virginia."®"9'" 18 - 25 Weight 45 o, Wingspagg _ g0 jp

General Great Horned Owl: Large owl with dark
brown, gray-brown mottled upperparts and dark
barred underparts. Head has distinct ear tufts and
rufous facial disk. Throat and upper breast are
white and may have dark spots. Northern birds are
paler and grayer. Strong, silent, direct, flap and
glide flight.

Foraging and Feeding Great Horned Owl: Hunts
primarily at night, preying on rabbits, woodchucks,
mice, rats, squirrels, skunks, ducks, quail, and
occasionally geese or turkeys. Like many owls, it
eats small prey whole and regurgitates indigestible
parts such as hair, feathers, and bones in the form
of pellets.

Breeding and Nesting Great Horned Owl: One to
five dull white eggs are laid in an abandoned nest
made by hawks or crows. Eggs are incubated for 28
to 35 days, mostly by the female.

Flight Pattern Direct flap and glide flight. Strong
silent wing beats.

Similar Species Great Horned Owl: Long-Eared

Owl is smaller, slimmer, has a darker throat, and
has tufts set closer to the middle of head.

Song "whoo! Whoo-whoo-Whoo! Whoo! Whoo!", "hoot-hoo

Range and Habitat Gr|
Owl: Found throughout d
North, Central, and Sou ™=
from the Arctic to the S :
Magellan. Preferred hatk
coniferous, mixed, and
woodlands, areas along
rocky canyons, and fore

Length Range: 46 - 64 cm (18 - 25 in)
Weight: 1361 g (48 o0z)

Back Pattern: Mottled

Belly Pattern: Barred or banded
Breast Pattern: Striped or streaked

Monogamous Fairly common to common, Widesp

(C) Copyright 2005 Mitch Wlajte Gro



Northern Pygmy-Owl

Species

General Northern Pygmy-Owl: S
upperparts and sides range from
white-spotted gray-brown or gra
underparts have brown stripes.

gray with white spots; no ear tu
have white eyebrows. White-bor:
on back of head resemble a pair

Foraging and Feeding Norther
Prey consists of birds, such as
chickadees, and mammals, such
and chipmunks; a predominantly
predator that hunts by day.

Breeding and Nesting Norther
Two to seven white eggs are lai
an old woodpecker hole, usually
are incubated for 29 days by the
brings her food while on the nes

Flight Pattern Undulating fligh
wingbeats.

Similar Species Northern Pygn
Ferruginous Owl has a rufous ta
and brown streaks on underparts
smaller, has a shorter tail, lack
and has faint streaks on underp

Song "too-too too"

True Owls (Strigidae)

Glaucidium gn-e"9th 7 _ 7 5 Weight 5 5 5z Wingspan 15 ip

Range and Habitat No
Pygmy-Owl: Resident of
coast from southern Ala
America; also found in
Mountains. Preferred ha
open coniferous and mi
open fields, wetlands, ¢
areas.

Length Range: 18 - 19 cm (7 - 7.5 in)
Weight: 62 g (2.2 oz)
Back Pattern: Solid

Belly Pattern: Striped or streaked
Breast Pattern: Spotted or speckled

Monogamous
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common to uncommon



Northern Saw-whet Owl True Owls (Strigidae)
Species  segolius acad-®"9'" 7 - g.5 WelIht 5 g gz WingsPalz _ 50 jn

General Northern Saw-whet Owl: Small, large
headed owl, brown upperparts, white underparts
with thick brown stripes. Head has gray facial disk
with white "Y between eyes; lacks ear tufts. Bill is
dark. Wings are brown with white spots. White
undertail coverts. Direct, silent flight with fluttering
wing beats.

Foraging and Feeding Northern Saw-whet Owl:

Diet consists of insects, small rodents, moles,
shrews, bats, birds, and frogs; can take prey near its
own size; forages from low perches or by soaring
along the edges of open parks and meadows.

Breeding and Nesting Northern Saw-whet Owl:
Four to seven white eggs are laid in a natural cavity
or abandoned woodpecker hole. Incubation ranges
from 26 to 28 days and is carried out by the female;
male brings her food while incubating.

Flight Pattern Bouyant flight. Fluttering wing
beats.

Similar Species Northern Saw-whet Owl: Boreal
Owl is slightly larger, has yellow or white bill,
rectangular head, white facial disk, and is darker
brown overall.

Song "hoop", "skiew", "swEE"

Range and Habitat Ng -
Saw-whet Owl: Found fr-':
Alaska and Canada to n| ™s.>
Mexico; migrate to sout -
range during winter, es
food is scarce. Preferre
include dense coniferou
hardwood forests.

Length Range: 18 - 22 ¢cm (7 - 8.5 in)
Weight: 74 g (2.6 0z)

Back Pattern: Solid

Belly Pattern: Striped or streaked
Breast Pattern: Striped or streaked

Monogamous Fairly common, Declining

(C) Copyright 2005 Mitch Wladte Gro



Allenls Hummlngblrd Hummingbirds (Trochilidae)
Species  csalasphorus -8"9th 3 75 jpWeidht g g gz Wingspany 75 iy

General Allen's Humminghbird: ¢
hummingbird; male has straight
glittering green crown and back,
rufous sides, belly, rump, and t:
(gorget) is iridescent copper-re«
insects, spiders, and sap. Swift
when feeding.

Foraging and Feeding Allen's
Long narrow bill and tongue allc
nectar from flowers. Also obtain
small insects. Consumes over tw
nectar each day by feeding ever
and visiting as many as 1,000 fl

Breeding and Nesting Allen's
Two white eggs are laid in a tin:
cup built on a sheltered branch.
from 15 to 22 days and is carrie

Flight Pattern Hovers when fee
direct flight.

Similar Species Allen's Hummi
Rufous Hummingbird has less gr
back. Female Rufous Humminghbi
indistinguishable in appearance

Song "zeeee chuppity-chup”

Range and Habitat Allen's
Hummingbird: Breeds along the coast
from southern Oregon to southern
California. Resident in southern
California; winters in Mexico.
Preferred habitats include coastal
chaparral, brushlands, and edges of
redwood forests.

Length Range: 10 cm (3.75 in)
Weight: 3 g (0.1 oz)

Back Pattern: Solid

Belly Pattern: Solid

Breast Pattern: Solid

Solitary nester. Semicolonial. Promiscuous Common to fairly common
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Rufous Humminghbird

Species

General Rufous Hummingbird: Medium
hummingbird, bright rufous-brown overall with
white breast and ear patch, red-orange throat, and
green shoulders. Rounded tail is rufous with black
edges. Some males show green on back and head.
Feeds on insects and nectar. Direct and hovering
flight with rapid wing beats.

Foraging and Feeding Rufous Hummingbird:

Eats mostly nectar, but also sap from sapsucker
wells, insects, and spiders. Attracted to
honeysuckle, scarlet sage, horsemint, and black
locust; also red, tubular flowers. Consumes up to 3
times its body weight daily.

Breeding and Nesting Rufous Hummingbird:

Two white eggs are laid in a lichen-covered cup
nest made of plant down and spider webs, attached
to a horizontal branch. Incubation ranges from 12
to 14 days and is carried out by the female.

Flight Pattern Hovers when feeding.
Similar Species Rufous Humminghbird: Allen's
Hummingbird has a green back and slightly

decurved bill; females are very difficult to
distinguish.

Song "zeee"

Selasphorus r"°"9'"" 3.75 jnWeoNt

Hummingbirds (Trochilidae

0.1 oz Wingspan, 75 ip

Range and Habitat Rufous
Hummingbird: Breeds from

southeastern Alaska,

British

Columbia, southwestern Alberta, and
western Montana south to

Washington, Oregon,

ldaho, and

northern California. Winters mainly in
Mexico and occurs in small numbers

along the Gulf Coast during migration
and in winter. Prefers forests, riparian

Length Range: 10 cm (3.75 in) shrub, lowland stream,

Weight: 3 g (0.1 oz)

Back Pattern: Spotted or speckled
Belly Pattern: Solid

Breast Pattern: Solid

meadows.

Polygamous. Solitary nester

foothill brush

lands, coasts, and high-mountain

Abundant

(C) Copyright 2005 Mitch W2a5te Gro



Pileated Woodpecker

Species

General Pileated Woodpecker:

with mostly black body and whit
which are visible in flight. The |
prominent red crest and cap, wh
stripes and a red moustache str
bill. Legs and feet are gray. The
woodpecker in North America.

Foraging and Feeding Pileate
Feeds on insects such as ants a
beetle larvae; also eats fruits a
long slivers of wood to expose &
its long, pointed tongue with ba
saliva to catch and extract ants

Breeding and Nesting Pileatec
Three to eight white eggs are la
cavity. Incubation ranges from 1
carried out by both parents.

Flight Pattern Strong powerful
traveling distances.

Similar Species Pileated Wood
Ivory-billed Woodpecker lacks w
small white eyestripe extending

Song "cuk-cuk-cuk-cuk-cuk"”

Dryocopus pild-¢"9'" 6.5

Woodpeckers (Picidae)

pcWeight 19 9 o;WingsPaB s _ 39 jp

Length Range: 42 - 50 cm (16.5 -

Weight: 309 g (10.9 oz)
Back Pattern: Solid
Belly Pattern: Solid
Breast Pattern: Solid

Monogamous
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Range and Habitat Pi

Woodpecker: Resident fl—

Columbia east across s
to Nova Scotia, and sou
California, southern Ida
North Dakota, central T
Florida. Found in matur
borders.

19.5 in)

Common to fairly common



Red-breasted Sapsucker Woodpeckers (Picidae)
species  sohhyrapicus re"9th g - g jWelght 1 7 oz Wingsprajg _ 138 jp

General Red-breasted Sapsucker: Medium-sized
woodpecker with black-and-white barred
upperparts, pale yellow belly, and white rump. The
head, nape, throat, and breast are bright red;
moustache stripe is white. The wings are checkered
black-and-white with large white patches. Black
bill, gray legs and feet.

Foraging and Feeding Red-breasted Sapsucker:
Feeds on sap, bark cambium, insects, especially
ants, and some fruits. Drills sap wells in a variety
of tree species.

Breeding and Nesting Red-breasted Sapsucker:
Four to five white eggs are laid in a cavity drilled
in a tree. Incubation ranges from 12 to 13 days and
is carried out by the female.

Flight Pattern Alternates several rapid shallow
wing beats with short glides.

Similar Species Red-breasted Sapsucker: Other
woodpeckers in range lack large white patches on
wings.

Song "whee-ur", "mew"

Range and Habitat Red-breasted
Sapsucker: Breeds from southeastern
Alaska and British Columbia south to
coastal California. Spends winters in
most of its breeding range except
interior British Columbia. Preferred
habitats include woodlands, forest
edges, and groves of aspen and alder.

Length Range: 20 - 23 cm (8 - 9 in)
Weight: 48 g (1.7 oz)

Back Pattern: Spotted or speckled
Belly Pattern: Solid

Breast Pattern: Solid

Monogamous. Loose colonies. Small colonies

(C) Copyright 2005 Mitch Wgalite Gro



Hammond's Flycatcher Flycatchers (Tyrannidae)

SPecies Empidonax hamte"9'™h 5 5 jp Weight g 4 oz Wingspan g jp
General Hammond's Flycatcher
gray upperparts, gray-brown un
eye-ring. Throat is pale gray, b
Wings are dark with two pale ba
insects. Black legs and feet. W
flight with shallow wing beats. ¢
insects in air.

Foraging and Feeding Hammo|
Eats mostly insects; forages at
and aspens.

Breeding and Nesting Hammor_
Three or four creamy white eggs
brown spots, are laid in a well-H
saddled on a branch 15 to 60 fe
usually in a conifer. Incubation
16 days and is carried out by th

Flight Pattern Weak fluttering
wing beats.

Similar Species Hammond's FI ,
Flycatcher has a longer bill, pal o
tail, and different voice. Least F -
smaller, grayer above, whiter be
different voice.

46

Song "seweep-tsurp-seep", "peep", "wit"

Range and Habitat Hammond's
Flycatcher: Breeds from eastern

Alaska south to northern California

and northern New Mexico. Spends
winters in the tropics and rarely in
Arizona. Preferred habitats include
mature conifer forests at high altitudes.

Length Range: 14 cm (5.5 in)
Weight: 11 g (0.4 oz)

Back Pattern: Solid

Belly Pattern: Solid

Breast Pattern: Solid

Monogamous Widespread
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Olive-sided Flycatcher Flycatchers (Tyrannidae)
Species  contopus coo te"9tN 7.5 jp Welght g g gz Wingspan 43 4y,

General Olive-sided Flycatcher: Large,
heavy-billed flycatcher with dark olive-brown
upperparts, streaked olive-brown sides, and white
underparts. Head has slight crest and faint white
eye-ring. Wings are dark with two pale bars. Dark
tail is relatively short, broad, and slightly notched.
Black legs, feet.

Foraging and Feeding Olive-sided Flycatcher:
Diet consists mostly of flying insects, including
bees, wasps, flying ants, moths, grasshoppers, and
dragonflies; catches food in mid-air.

Breeding and Nesting Olive-sided Flycatcher:
Three to four brown and gray spotted, white to pink
eggs are laid in a twig nest lined with lichens,
mosses, and grass, and built near the end of a
branch among the foliage well up in an evergreen
tree. Incubation ranges from 14 to 17 days and is
carried out by the female.

Flight Pattern Swift direct flight with rapid wing
beats.

Similar Species Olive-sided Flycatcher: Greater
Pewee has longer tail, tufted crest, and more
uniform gray plumage. Eastern Wood-Pewee is
smaller and has white to olive-gray underparts.

Song "quick-three-beers", "pip-pip-pip"

Range and Habitat Ol|
Flycatcher: Breeds in Ar
across Canada to north{ ™ =
England, and south to t
of California, Arizona,

Mexico. Spends winters
Preferred habitats inclu
spruce and fir forests,

openings, burns, ponds

Length Range: 19 cm (7.5 in)
Weight: 31 g (1.1 oz)

Back Pattern: Solid

Belly Pattern: Solid

Breast Pattern: Solid

Monogamous. Solitary nester Fairly common

(C) Copyright 2005 Mitch W3a3te Gro



Warbling Vireo

Species Vireo gilvus

Vireos (Vireonidae)

Length 5 - 5.5 Weight 0.5 c)ZWingspan8.75 in

General Warbling Vireo: Small vireo, gray to
olive-gray upperparts, white underparts; sides
sometimes washed with yellow. Eyes are dark
brown, have thick, white eyebrows and faint, dark

eye-lines. Gray wings and tail.

Legs and feet are

blue-gray. Has the largest breeding range of any

North American vireo.

Foraging and Feeding Warbling Vireo: Diet
consists almost entirely of insects, some spiders,
and a few berries; forages for food in tops of trees.

Breeding and Nesting Warbling Vireo: Three to
five black and brown spotted, white eggs are laid in
a well made pendant-shaped nest of bark strips and
plant down fastened to a forked twig, usually near
the top of a tall tree. Both parents incubate eggs for

approximately 12 days.

Flight Pattern Weak fluttering flights of short

duration.

Similar Species Warbling Vireo: Red-eyed Vireo
has olive-green back and contrasting gray crown,
bold white line behind eye offset by black stripes,
and red eyes as adults. Philadelphia Vireo has dark
lores and pale yellow throat and breast. Tennessee
Warbler is smaller and has a thin, pointed bill.

Song "I'll seize you and I'll squeeze you", "queeh

Range and Habitat Warbling Vireo:
Breeds from British Columbia,

southern Mackenzie, Manitoba, and
New Brunswick south to northern
Mexico, Louisiana, and Virginia.
Spends winters in the tropics.
Preferred habitats include deciduous
woodlands, especially near streams
and in isolated groves and shade trees.

Length Range: 13 - 14 cm (5 - 5.5 in)

Weight: 14 g (0.5 o0z)
Back Pattern: Solid
Belly Pattern: Solid
Breast Pattern: Solid

Monogamous. Solitary nester

(C) Copyright 2005 Mitch Wgajte Gro



Am er | can CrOW Crows and Jays (Corvidae)
SPeciescorvus brachyr """ 17.5 inWeioht 16 oz WingsPal gz _ 40 jn

General American Crow: Large,

dark, stout bill, iridescent viole
blue-black wings. Tail is fan-sh:
insects, small invertebrates, am

and mammals, eggs and young o
grains, fruits, refuse, and carric
flight.

Foraging and Feeding Americ:
includes fruits, snails, salamanc
birds, mice, eggs, toads, corn, i
Around coastal areas, crows dis
similar to that of gulls, taking ¢
and dropping them from heights
shells.

Breeding and Nesting America
seven blue green to olive green
markings are laid in a large nes
sticks lined with feathers, grass
rootlets. Nest is built in a tree «
feet above the ground. May use
utility poles as a nest site; in p
built on the ground. Nest is buil
sometimes with the help of extre
parents incubate eggs for about
stay in nest 4 to 5 weeks before

Flight Pattern Slow steady del
with deep wing beats. Glides wii
from altitude to perch or ground
and from perch to ground.

Song "caw, caw, caw", "caa-caa"

Similar Species American Crow: Fish Crow is

smaller, has more pointed wingRangerandeHadritat American Crow:

bill, longer tail, and different c8lle eNiarfhwmsBeitish Columbia, central

Crow has a separate range. Commenid®kraCamada, and Newfoundland

much larger with heavy, stout bElbusthaggyothheah California, the Gulf

feathers, wedge-shaped tail, anGokif§ter®@md €adlrida. Usually winters
north to southern Canada. Preferred
habitats include woodlands, farms,
fields, river groves, shorelines, and
towns.

Length Range: 44 cm (17.5 in)
Weight: 454 g (16 oz)

Back Pattern: Solid

Belly Pattern: Solid

Breast Pattern: Solid

Monogamous. Solitary nester Abundant
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Tree Swallow Swallows (Hirundinidae)

Species Tachycineta b, """ 5.75 in"We'9"t 0.7 oz WIN9SPAN1 2 5 jn

General Tree Swallow: Medium-sized swallow

with iridescent blue-green upperparts and white
underparts. The wings are dark gray and tail is dark
and forked. Black bill, legs and feet. Swift, graceful
flight, alternates slow, deep wing beats with short
or long glides. Turns back sharply on insects it
passes.

Foraging and Feeding Tree Swallow: Feeds
mostly on insects caught while in flight; also
forages on the ground for insects, spiders, seeds,
and berries; may travel long distances to find food.

Breeding and Nesting Tree Swallow: Four to six
white eggs are laid in a feather-lined cup of grass
built in a tree cavity or nest box. Incubation ranges
from 13 to 16 days and is carried out by the female.

Flight Pattern Swift graceful flight with slow deep
wing beats.

Similar Species Tree Swallow: Violet-green
Swallow has more white on rump and face and
greener upperparts. Bank Swallow is smaller,
duller, and has breast band. Northern
Rough-winged Swallow has dark throat and
warmer brown upperparts.

Song "chi-veet"”

Range and Habitat Tree Swallow:
Breeds from Alaska east through
northern Manitoba to Newfoundland
and south to California, Colorado,
Nebraska, and Maryland. Spends
winters north to southern California,
the Gulf Coast, and the Carolinas.
Preferred habitats include open areas
near water, such as fields, marshes,
meadows, shorelines, beaver ponds,

Length Range: 15 cm (5.75 in) and wooded swamps with standing
Weight: 20 g (0.7 oz) dead trees.
Back Pattern: Solid

Belly Pattern: Solid
Breast Pattern: Solid

Polygamous. Loose colonies Increasing, Abundant

(C) Copyright 2005 Mitch Wa3te Gro



V|O|et-green Swallow Swallows (Hirundinidae)
Species rachycineta th"®"9'"5 - 5 25Weight g g oz Wingspan ) _ 13 iy

General Violet-green Swallow:
dark, metallic green upperparts,
rump. Face, sides of rump, unde
Tail is slightly forked. Black bil
Swift, graceful flight, alternates
beats with long glides. Soars on
updrafts.

Foraging and Feeding Violet-¢
Diet mainly consists of leafhopp
ants, flies, and bees. Forages il
the tree canopy; occasionally fe

Breeding and Nesting Violet-g
Four to six white eggs are laid i
grass-and-feather nest built in ¢
natural cavity, under an eave of
nest box. Incubation ranges fror
is carried out by the female.

Flight Pattern Swift graceful fl

Similar Species Violet-green S
Swallow lacks white cheeks and

Song "dee-chip", "tweet"

Range and Habitat vi|=
Swallow: Breeds from A=:
South Dakota, south to | ™.’
California and Texas. S
mainly south of the U.S
border, but a few winte
California. Preferred ha
forests, wooded foothill
and suburban areas.

Length Range: 13 - 13 ¢cm (5 - 5.25 in)
Weight: 17 g (0.6 o0z)

Back Pattern: Solid

Belly Pattern: Solid

Breast Pattern: Solid

Monogamous
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Black-capped Chickadee Titmice and Chickadees (Parid
Species poecile atrica """ 5.5 in Weldht g 4 gz Wingspap 5 _ g 5 jn

General Black-capped Chickadee: Medium-sized,
stocky chickadee with pale gray upperparts and
breast and pale olive-brown underparts. The black
cap and bib and white cheeks are conspicuous.
Black bill is short and thin. Wings are dark with
broad white edges on feathers. State bird of Maine
and Massachusetts.

Foraging and Feeding Black-capped Chickadee:
Eats insects and insect eggs, conifer seeds,
bayberries, and other fruits. Forages among twigs,
branches, and under bark; often clings upside
down.

Breeding and Nesting Black-capped Chickadee:
Five to ten white eggs with red brown markings are
laid in a nest lined with vegetation, moss, feathers,
hair, and insect cocoons, and usually built 4 to 40
feet above the ground in a tree, snag, or nest box.
Incubation ranges from 11 to 13 days and is carried
out by both parents.

Flight Pattern Slow flitting short flights with rapid
wing beats. On longer flights often folds wings to
sides after several quick shallow strokes before
repeating.

Similar Species Black-capped Chickadee:
Carolina Chickadee is smaller, has shorter tail, and
lacks broad white edges on wings. Boreal
Chickadee has gray-brown back and sides and

hoarser song.
Song "chick-a-dee-dee-dee", "fee-bee", "fee-bee-be"

Range and Habitat Black-capped
Chickadee: Breeds from Alaska to
Newfoundland, south to northern
California, northern New Mexico,
Missouri, and northern New Jersey;
spends winters south to Maryland.
Inhabits deciduous and mixed forests
and open woodlands; often occurs in
suburban areas during winter.

Length Range: 14 cm (5.5 in)
Weight: 11 g (0.4 oz)

Back Pattern: Solid

Belly Pattern: Solid

Breast Pattern: Solid

Monogamous. Solitary nester

(C) Copyright 2005 Mitch Wjajte Gro



Brown Creeper Creeper (Certhiidae)
Seecies  corthia amerit®"9th 5 25 jpWeight o 3 o, Wingspang g iy

General Brown Creeper: Small,
with brown-streaked upperparts
underparts. White line over eye
bill are conspicuous. Legs and f
Feeds on insects, larvae, nuts a
direct flights of short duration ¢
wing beats.

Foraging and Feeding Brown (
consists of various insects, see
also come to feeders for suet. U
creeping along trunks and branc
woodpecker.

Breeding and Nesting Brown C
eight white eggs, lightly speckle
are laid in a cup of shredded ba
and moss, usually built against
peeling slab of bark. Incubation
17 days and is carried out by th

Flight Pattern Strong direct fli
duration.

Similar Species Brown Creepe

Song "see-see-titi-see", "tsee"

Range and Habitat Brown Creeper:
Breeds from Alaska to Newfoundland
and southward to the western and
northern U.S. Spends winters in
breeding range and south to the Gulf
coast and Florida. Preferred habitats
include deciduous and mixed
woodlands.

Length Range: 13 cm (5.25 in)
Weight: 9 g (0.3 o0z)

Back Pattern: Spotted or speckled
Belly Pattern: Solid

Breast Pattern: Solid

Monogamous. Solitary nester Fairly common
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BEWICk'S Wren Wrens (Troglodytidae)
Species rhryomanes bet®"9th 5 25 jpWeight g 4 oz Wingspang 55 jp

General Bewick's Wren: Small v
unstreaked, gray to red-brown u
white underparts. White eyebrow
Tail is long and white-edged wit
long and slightly decurved. Legs
Eastern populations have seriou
the 1960s.

Foraging and Feeding Bewick'
consists mostly of insects and s
the ground and in trees.

Breeding and Nesting Bewick’
eleven white eggs, flecked with
gray, are laid in a stick nest lin
grass, and feathers, and built ir
available cavity, including a wot
can, coat pocket or sleeve, bask
brush pile. Incubation ranges fr
and is carried out by the female

Flight Pattern weak fluttering
wing beats.

Similar Species Bewick's Wren
Wrens lack white eyebrows. Car
rust-brown above and buff below
smaller and has a streaked back

Song "chip, chip, chip, de-da-ah, tee-dee"

Range and Habitat Bewick's Wren:
Resident in British Columbia and the
western and southern U.S. Eastern
birds spend winters in the Gulf coast
states. Preferred habitats include
thickets, brush piles, hedgerows, open
woodlands, and scrubby areas, often
near streams.

Length Range: 13 cm (5.25 in)
Weight: 11 g (0.4 oz)

Back Pattern: Solid

Belly Pattern: Solid

Breast Pattern: Solid

Monogamous. Solitary nester Declining east of Rocky Mounte

(C) Copyright 2005 Mitch Waalite Gro!



Amer|Can RObln Thrushes (Turdidae)
Species  rurdus migrate"9th 10 in Weldht o 7 gz Wingspag 4 _ 16 jp

General American Robin: Large, familiar North
American thrush, gray-brown upperparts, rich
red-brown breast, and white lower belly and
undertail coverts. Head appears black with white
splotches surrounding the eyes, and throat is white
with black streaks. Swift, direct flight on rapidly
beating wings.

Foraging and Feeding American Robin: Feeds on
wild and cultivated fruits, berries, earthworms, and
insects such as beetle grubs, caterpillars, and
grasshoppers; appears to "listen to the ground by
cocking its head when stalking earthworms.

Breeding and Nesting American Robin: Three to
seven pale blue eggs, sometimes flecked with
brown, are laid in a well-made cup of mud
reinforced with grass and twigs, lined with softer
grass, and built in a tree or on a ledge. Incubation
ranges from 12 to 14 days and is carried out by the
female. Robins usually have two broods per season.

Flight Pattern Swift strong direct flight.

Similar Species American Robin: Rufous-backed
Robin has rufous back and black-tipped yellow bill.
Varied Thrush has dark band across breast and
orange wing bars.

Song "cheerily cheer-up cheerio”

Range and Habitat American Robin:
Breeds from Alaska east to
Newfoundland and south to California,
Texas, Arkansas, and South Carolina.
Usually spends winters north to British
Columbia and Newfoundland.

Preferred habitats include towns,
gardens, open woodlands, and
agricultural lands.

Length Range: 25 cm (10 in)
Weight: 77 g (2.7 oz)

Back Pattern: Solid

Belly Pattern: Solid

Breast Pattern: Solid

Monogamous. Solitary nester Widespread, Abundant
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Hermit Thrush

Species

Catharus gutt

General Hermit Thrush: Small t
olive-brown to red- or gray-brow
black-spotted white underparts
Distinct white eye-ring. Pink leg
flight, may hover briefly over pr
have one of the most beautiful s
American birds. The state bird ¢

Foraging and Feeding Hermit
insects, small invertebrates, fru
Forages on both the ground and
move leaf litter with its bill to I

Breeding and Nesting Hermit
six green blue eggs, sometimes
are laid in a well-made cup of m
rootlets concealed on the groun
the forest. Incubation ranges fr¢
and is carried out by the female

Flight Pattern Swift direct flig|
beats.

Similar Species Hermit Thrush \,;_

red-brown upperparts and much

Wood Thrush is browner and has

spots.

Length Range: 17 cm (6.75 in)
Weight: 31 g (1.1 oz)

Back Pattern: Solid

Belly Pattern: Solid

Breast Pattern: Spotted or speckled

Monogamous. Solitary nester

Length

6.75

4

Thrushes (Turdidae)

Weight 1.1 c)ZWingspanll.5 in

o
gl

Song “"tuck"”

Range and Habitat He

Breeds from central Alal:

Newfoundland and soutt
California, northern Ne
Wisconsin, and Virginia
winters from Washingto
New England southward
habitats include conifer
forests; deciduous woo¢(
thickets are favored du
and winter.

(C) Copyright 2005 Mitch Weajite Gro

Fairly common



Swainson's Thrush Thrushes (Turdidae)
Species  ~otharus ustu-C"9th g - 7 jWeight 4 4 oz Wingspag _ 19 jp

General Swainson's Thrush: Medium-sized thrush
(swainsoni), with dull olive-brown or olive-gray
upperparts, pale buff eye-ring, dark moustache
stripe, and brown-spotted buff throat and breast,
and white belly. Legs and feet are pink-gray. Flies
in a swift, direct flight with rapid wing beats.

Foraging and Feeding Swainson's Thrush: Eats
insects, snails, and earthworms; also takes fruits
and berries during fall migration. Forages near the
ground, but higher in understory than other
thrushes; occasionally catches insects in mid-air.
Follows army ant swarms in winter.

Breeding and Nesting Swainson's Thrush: Three

to five pale blue eggs, usually flecked with brown,
are laid in a nest made of sticks, moss, leaves, plant
fibers, and bark, a middle layer of mud, and lined
with lichens, dried leaves, and rootlets. Nest is built
close to the trunk on a conifer branch, usually from
4 to 20 feet above the ground. Incubation ranges
from 12 to 14 days and is carried out by the female.

Flight Pattern Relatively swift direct flight with
rapid wing beats.

Similar Species Swainson's Thrush:

Gray-cheeked Thrush is larger, has gray cheeks,

and lacks conspicuous eye-ring. Bicknell's Thrush

is smaller, has browner upperparts, more yellow on

bill, and different voice. Hermit Thrush has white

eye-ring, lacks buff face, and has a rufous tail

contrasting with the browner baSlonge'stbit'.f6p@epf

Veery has less buff on face, more red-brown on

wings, and gray flanks. Range and Habitat Swainson's
Thrush: Breeds from Alaska east
across Canada to Newfoundland, south
to British Columbia, Michigan, and
northern New England, and in
mountains to southern California,
Colorado, and West Virginia. Spends
winters in tropics. Prefers coniferous
forests and willow thickets.

Length Range: 15 - 18 cm (6 - 7 in)
Weight: 31 g (1.1 oz)

Back Pattern: Solid

Belly Pattern: Solid

Breast Pattern: Spotted or speckled

Monogamous. Solitary nester Fairly common
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Cedar WaXWIr]g Waxwings (Bombycillidae)
Species pombycilla ced"®"9'™" 7 in Welght 1 1 oz WinGsP4Y . 12 25 in

General Cedar Waxwing: Small waxwing,
red-brown upperparts, pale slate-gray rump, buff
underparts. Head is crested, has black mask with
narrow white band below. Yellow-tipped tail, white
undertail coverts. Wings have red wax-like tips on
secondaries from which it gets its name. Black bill,
legs and feet.

Foraging and Feeding Cedar Waxwing: Diet
consists mostly of insects such as carpenter ants,
cicadas, caterpillars, scale insects, and
cankerworms; also feeds on berries, fruits, maple
sap, and flowers. Sometimes becomes intoxicated
from eating fermented berries in winter.

Breeding and Nesting Cedar Waxwing: Two to

six pale blue gray eggs spotted with brown and
black are laid in a bulky cup nest of twigs and grass
built in a tree. Incubation ranges from 12 to 16 days
and is carried out by both parents.

Flight Pattern Strong rapid flight with several
qguick wing strokes.

Similar Species Cedar Waxwing: Bohemian
Waxwing is larger with dark undertail coverts, gray
belly, and red, white, and yellow wing markings.

Song "zeee", "zeeet"

Range and Habitat Cedar Waxwing:
Breeds from southeastern Alaska east
to Newfoundland and south to
California, Illinois, and Virginia.
Spends winters from British

Columbia, the Great Lakes region, and
New England southward. Preferred
habitats include open woodlands,
orchards, and residential areas.

Length Range: 18 cm (7 in)
Weight: 31 g (1.1 oz)

Back Pattern: Solid

Belly Pattern: Solid

Breast Pattern: Solid

Monogamous. Colonial or solitary nester Fairly common to uncommor

(C) Copyright 2005 Mitch Wsa3te Gro



Black-throated Gray Warbler
Species pendroica nigrt®"9th 4. 75 - gWeight

General Black-throated Gray Warbler: Small
warbler, black-marked, slate-gray upperparts, black
streaks on flanks, white underparts. Head has black
hood and throat, sharply contrasting white eyebrow
and cheek stripe, and yellow spot in front of eye.
Wings are dark with two white bars. Black bill,
legs, feet.

Foraging and Feeding Black-throated Gray
Warbler: Feeds mainly on insects such as moths,
butterflies, beetles, and ants. Also eats leaf galls
and a few spiders.

Breeding and Nesting Black-throated Gray
Warbler: Four to five white eggs, with brown and
purple spots and blotches, are laid in a tightly
woven plant-fiber cup in a bush or tree, usually less
than 10 feet above the ground. Eggs are incubated
for approximately 12 days by the female.

Flight Pattern weak flight on rapidly beating
wings.

Similar Species Black-throated Gray Warbler:
Black-and-white Warbler has more heavily

streaked breast, striped crown, and prefers to forage
on trunks and main branches of trees rather than in
leaves and smaller twigs.

Wood Warblers (Parulidae)

0.3 oz Wingsparm, g _ g i

Song "weezy- weezy-weezy- weezy- wueeo"

Range and Habitat Black-throated
Gray Warbler: Breeds from southern
British Columbia (except Vancouver

Island), Washington,

Ildaho, and

Colorado southward. Spends winters

in the southwest U.S.

and Mexico.

Preferred habitats include shrubby
openings in coniferous forests or
mixed woods, dry scrub oak, pinyon
and juniper, chaparral, and other low

Length Range: 12 - 13 cm (4.75 - 56’Phshy areas.
Weight: 9 g (0.3 o0z)

Back Pattern: Striped or streaked

Belly Pattern: Solid

Breast Pattern: Striped or streaked

Monogamous. Solitary nester

Fairly common to common
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YeIIOW-rU m ped Warbler Wood Warblers (Parulidae)
SPecies pendroica cort®"9th 5. 5 jp Weight g 5 o, Wingspang g jp

General Yellow-rumped Warbler
warbler, dark-streaked, blue-gra
yellow rump. White throat and b
The head is black with yellow cr
eye-rings, and faint eyestripes.
yellow shoulder patches and twc
dark with white corners.

Foraging and Feeding Yellow-
Feeds mainly on insects in the ¢
berries and fruits in the winter,
wax-coated berries of bayberrie
unigue gastrointestinal traits al
this unusual food source.

Breeding and Nesting Yellow-
Three to five brown and gray ma
creamy white eggs are laid in a
twigs, rootlets, and grass, lined
feathers, and built in a conifer.
from 12 to 13 days and is carrie

Flight Pattern Rapid flight witt
strokes.

Similar Species Yellow-rumpec
and Magnolia warblers are not a
contrasting; also, Palm Warbler
undertail coverts and constantly

Song "chek”

Range and Habitat Yellow-rumped
Warbler: Breeds from northern
Alaska, northern Manitoba, central
Quebec, and Newfoundland south and
west to northern Mexico and east to
Michigan, northern New York,
Massachusetts, and Maine. Spends
winters from the southern part of its
breeding range southward into the
tropics. A highly adaptable bird found

Length Range: 14 cm (5.5 in) in a variety of habitats.
Weight: 14 g (0.5 o0z)

Back Pattern: Striped or streaked
Belly Pattern: Solid
Breast Pattern: Solid

Monogamous. Solitary nester Abundant
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Western Tanager Tanagers (Thraupidae)

Species Length 7 25 inWeight 1 Wingsparil

Piranga ludovi 0z 12 in

General Western Tanager: Medium-sized tanager

with brilliant red head, bright yellow body, black

back, wings, and tail. Wings have two bars: upper

bar is yellow, lower bar is white. Legs and feet are

gray. Swift direct flight on rapidly beating wings. It

was first recorded on the Lewis and Clark

expedition.

Foraging and Feeding Western Tanager: Eats

insects and berries; forages in trees and shrubs, or

catches insects in the air.

Breeding and Nesting Western Tanager: Three to

five brown marked, blue eggs are laid in a frail,

shallow saucer nest woven from rootlets, weed

stalks, and bark strips, and saddled on a horizontal

branch of a Douglas fir, spruce, pine, or oak.

Female incubates eggs for about 13 days.

Flight Pattern Swift direct flight with rapid wing

beats.

Similar Species Western Tanager: Flame-colored

Tanager has dark bill, bolder white wing-bars, and

darkly streaked back. Scarlet Tanager (female and

juvenile) has olive-colored back and lacks

wing-bars.
Song "che-ree, che-ree, che-weeu, cheweeu", "pit-r-rick"
Range and Habitat wWestern Tanager:
Breeds from southern Alaska and
Mackenzie southward and winters in
the tropics. Preferred habitats include
open coniferous forests.

Length Range: 18 cm (7.25 in)

Weight: 28 g (1 oz)

Back Pattern: Solid

Belly Pattern: Solid

Breast Pattern: Solid

Monogamous Fairly common

(C) Copyright 2005 Mitch Wralite Gro



Song SparrOW Sparrows (Emberizidae)
Species  wrejospiza me/-e"9ths 75 - 7 Weight g 7 o, Wingspgnog _ 12 5 jn

General Song Sparrow: Medium
streaked gray-brown upperparts.
underparts have dark central br«
streaks. Head has brown crown,
stripe, pale gray eyebrow, white
moustache stripe. Rust-brown w
usually tinged rust-brown.

Foraging and Feeding Song S
consists of seeds, grass, berrie
insects; also eats crustaceans a
coast; forages on the ground.

Breeding and Nesting Song Sy
red brown marked, pale green e
nest of grass, forbs, leaves, ant
lined with hair, and usually buil
a grassy tussock or reeds; some
a bush or tree, 2 to 4 feet abov«
Incubation ranges from 12 to 14
out by the female; raises up to t
season.

Flight Pattern Short flights clo
pumping up and down.

Similar Species Song Sparrow:
is smaller with smaller bill, ligh
and flanks, buff on breast and f.
lacks breast spot. Savannah Spz¢
paler, and has heavier bill, shot
eyebrows, and lacks breast spot.

Song "Madge-Madge-Madge, put-on-your-tea-kettle-ettle-et

Range and Habitat So =
Breeds from the Aleutia
mainland Alaska east tg ™.
Newfoundland and soutt
North Dakota, and Caro
winters from southern C
throughout the U.S. to 1
and Mexico. Preferred Hh
forest edges, thickets,
with open grassy feedin

Length Range: 15 - 19 cm (5.75 - 7% {Mmd in undergrowth in
Weight: 20 g (0.7 oz)

) city parks.
Back Pattern: Striped or streaked
Belly Pattern: Solid
Breast Pattern: Striped or streaked
Monogamous Widespread, Abundant
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Spotted Towhee

Sparrows (Emberizidae)

Species  pipjlo macula“®"®'" 7 - 7.5 We'ONt 1.4 oz WiINOSPAY g . 11 in

General Spotted Towhee: Large sparrow,
white-spotted black back, black rump. Black breast,
white belly, rufous sides. Head is black and eyes
are red. Wings are black with white spots. Tail is
long and black with white corners. Short, bounding
flights, alternates rapid wing beats with wings

pulled to sides.

Foraging and Feeding Spotted Towhee: Eats
insects, spiders, seeds, and fruits; also takes small
lizards and snakes; forages by double-scratching in
leaf litter on the ground, usually beneath dense

thickets.

Breeding and Nesting Spotted Towhee: Two to
six white or gray eggs flecked with purple and red
brown are laid in a loose cup nest built in a dense
bush, usually close to or on the ground. Incubation
ranges from 12 to 14 days and is carried out by the

female.

Flight Pattern Swift bounding flight with rapid

wing beats.

Similar Species Spotted Towhee: Eastern Towhee
lacks wing-bars and white spots on the back.

Song "cheweeeeee", "meewwww"

Range and Habitat Spotted Towhee:
Breeds from British Columbia south to
California and the southwest, and east
to central Dakotas and western Texas.
Spends winters from British

Columbia, Nevada, Utah, Colorado,

and Nebraska south to Baja California
and east to Oklahoma and
south-central Texas. Preferred habitats
include forest edges, thickets, gardens,

Length Range: 18 - 19 cm (7 - 7.5 igh( shrubby park areas.

Weight: 40 g (1.4 oz)

Back Pattern: Striped or streaked
Belly Pattern: Solid

Breast Pattern: Solid

Monogamous. Solitary nester

Common to fairly common

(C) Copyright 2005 Mitch Wrajite Gro



Evenlng GrOSbeak Finches (Fringillidae)
Speciepnccothraustes "9y 75 - g Weight 5 4 o, Wingspam _ 13 75 jn

General Evening Grosbeak: Large, stocky finch,
bright yellow back, rump, and underparts. Head is
brown with heavy, pale bill; bright yellow
eyebrows extend onto forehead. Dark wings with
bold white secondary patches; dark tail. Feeds on
insects, buds, sap, seeds, fruits and berries. Swift
bounding flight.

Foraging and Feeding Evening Grosbeak: Eats
seeds of trees and shrubs, juniper berries, pinion
nuts, maple sap, and buds of deciduous trees and
shrubs; also takes insects during the breeding
season.

Breeding and Nesting Evening Grosbeak: Three
to five blue to blue green eggs, spotted with brown
and purple, are laid in a shallow, loose cup of twigs
lined with rootlets and built in a conifer.

Flight Pattern Swift shallow bounding flight with
rapid wing beats.

Similar Species Evening Grosbeak: American
Goldfinch is smaller, has a black cap, pink conical
bill, and bright yellow upperparts and underparts.

Song "clee-ip", "chirp"

Range and Habitat Evening
Grosbeak: Breeds from British
Columbia east to Nova Scotia and
south to northern New England,
Minnesota, the mountains of Mexico,
and California. Spends winters south
to California, Texas, and South
Carolina; nests in coniferous forests
and visits deciduous woodlands and

suburban areas in the winter.
Length Range: 20 - 22 cm (7.75 - 8.5 in)

Weight: 60 g (2.1 oz)
Back Pattern: Solid
Belly Pattern: Solid
Breast Pattern: Solid

Monogamous. Semicolonial Fairly common

(C) Copyright 2005 Mitch W8a3te Gro



House Finch

Species Weight

Length 6 in

Carpodacus me

General House Finch: Medium-sized finch with
brown-streaked back and wings, and
brown-streaked white underparts. Head, throat, and
rump are pink-red. Tail is relatively long and
weakly notched. Bill is short and slightly decurved.
Feeds mostly on seeds, takes some insects and
fruits. Swift bounding flight.

Foraging and Feeding House Finch: Eats mostly
seeds, including those from thistle, dandelion,
sunflower, and mistletoe, but also buds and fruits;
forages on the ground.

Breeding and Nesting House Finch: Two to six
blue eggs with lavender and black spots at large
end are laid in a tightly woven, compact nest set in
a bush, thicket, natural cavity, or on a building.
Nest is built by the female and is made of twigs,
grass, leaves, rootlets, bits of debris, and feathers.
Incubation ranges from 12 to 14 days and is carried
out by the female.

Flight Pattern Swift bounding flight. Alternates
several rapid wing beats with brief periods of wings
pulled to sides.

Similar Species House Finch: Cassin's and Purple
finches have streaks on breasts, shorter, notched
tails, and different calls. Other female finches have
streaked faces and shorter, notched tails.

Song "zeeeeee"

Finches (Fringillidae)

0.7 oz Wingspang 75 i

Range and Habitat House Finch:
Resident throughout the west, from
southern Canada to southern Mexico,

and east to Nebraska.

Introduced to

eastern North America, where it is

now widespread in cities and
residential areas. In the west, preferred
habitats include chaparral, deserts,
orchards, and suburban areas.

Length Range: 15 cm (6 in)
Weight: 20 g (0.7 oz)

Back Pattern: Striped or streaked
Belly Pattern: Striped or streaked
Breast Pattern: Solid

Monogamous. Solitary nester

Abundant
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